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HE Reception fo many flying Papers have met with from the Publick, is an Effeét of 
that Inquifitive Genius peculiar to the Britilh Nation. The Indulgence of the Prefs to 

a decent Freedom of Enquiry, muft naturally encourage fome to gratify the Curiofity, and 
improve the Tafte of the People. Fience we fee Morals, Wit and Politicks retaild, the 
Paffions are reform'd, the Imagination and Fudgment refind, and juft Notions of the Li- 
berties of Mankind eftablifh'd. Thefe Advantages have hitherto been furnifh’'d only from 
the Product of this Country ; but the Demands of the Publick call for Additional Supplies. 
We have therefore, with great Difficulty and Expence , fettled a Corre{pondence with the 
Commonwealth of Learning abroad, and undertaken to import the Growth of Foreign Parts. 
We fhall plead then the Privilege of a late A&, to Naturalize the moft Curious Pieces of 
Eloquence, Differtations, Effays, Critical Remarks, &c. and take Notice of fuch Books as 
would otherwife efcape the Obfervation of the Studious. In a word, The Reader may ex- 
pect to find a very Early Account of whatever the Learned World fhall be pleas’d to Commu- 








nicate relating to Arts and Sciences. 


REMARKS upon feveral Writers 
of Politicks : With an Account of a Poft- 
humous Book of the late Bifbop of Meaux. 


F all Arts, that of Government is the moft 
important ; and "tis as eafy, as tis neceflary, 
for a Prince, to be perfe&tly inftru&ed in it. 
This Part of Morals has not been negle&ted 

by the Ancient Philofophers, nor the Modern Wri- 
ters. We are fo far from wanting Political Books , 
that their great Number confounds us, and renders the 
Choice of ‘em uncertain and dangerous; for in 
this Science particularly, whoever takes a wrong 
Guide, runs no fmall Hazard. The moft Efteem’d are 
not the Safeft; and the Safeft are not the beft-known, 
nor the moft agreeable. 

Plato and Ariffotle have treated the Great Art of Go- 
verning Men with a different Method: Plato does it 
with more Eloquenceand lefs Solidity : Ariftotle is fome- 
what dry, but more accurate. The Politicks of the 
latter have had many Interpreters: The Tranflations 
of Giphanius and Sepulveda, the Paraphrafe of Heinjius, 
and the Commentary of Michael Piccartus, are highly 
approved , and fufficient to underftand the Text. 
Charles V. one of the wifeft Kings of France, was fo 
great an Admirer of 4riftotle’s Politicks , that he or- 
der'd Nicolas Orefme to Tranflate "em into French. 

Franc. Patritius, an Italian Writer , comprehended all 
the Parts of Politicks, in his Books , de Regno, and de 
Infitutione Reipublice ; but he is neither fo Accurate as 
Ariftotle , nor fo Eloquent as Plato. Adam Contzen, a 
German Jefuit , avoided one of thof: Imperfections: 
He reduced Politicks into a Body, and obferved the 
exact Method of the Schools; but he wants the Beau- 


ty of Style. The Chriftian Prince of Belarmin ( De Of- 
ficio Principis Chriftiani) has the fame Imperfe&tion ; 
but "tis very well fupply’d by the great Clearnefs and 
Method of that Learned Cardinal. Ribadeneira, in a 
Spanifh Book with the fame Title , added the Charms of 
Elocution to the Truth of his Precepts. The Prince of 
Balzac was accounted a Mafter-Piece ; but he is Su- 
perficial , and Strain’d in his Expreffions. The Monarch 
of Father Senault is lefs affe&ted , but equally fuperfici- 
al. There are good Maxims in the ap ge written 
originally in the Perfian Language, in the Oraculo Ma- 
nual of Gratian, in the Obras y dias, and the Difa- 
menes Reales of Nierembergius ; but they are confufed- 
ly featter’d, and exprefs’d in an affeéted Style. Fa. 
ther Le Moine’s Art of Reigning is perhaps his beft 
Piece, and would deferve a Place of Diftin&ion among 
Political Treatifes, were his Style more natural, and his 
Thoughts lefs refin’d. The Symbols of Chriftian Policy, 
in Spanifb , by Diego de Saavedra Faxardo, and Tran- 


flated into Latin, French, and Italian, are written in a, 


Style, that favours of the Il) Tafte which prevailed ar 
that time in Spain; but a difcerning Reader will find 
in them a great deal of Senfe, a Vaft Knowledge of the 
World, Noble Sentiments, and Great Penetration. There 
re but few Politicians more Judicious than that Au- 
thor. 

Bodin, Machiavel, and Hobbes, forfake the Common 
Road. The Name of Bodin procur’d him at firft the 
Approbation of feveral Great Men; but his Republick 
lies now buried in Oblivion. The only Defign of Ma- 
chiavel, in his Prince, is to forma Tyrant: He teaches 
him only how to Aggrandize himfelf , and eftablith his 
Defpotick Power, without any Regard to the People, 
or the Laws Innocent Gentilet contuted him in his 
Anti-Mackiavel. Poffevin, in his Judgment upon the 
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Writings of La Nowe, Mormay, Bodin, and Machiavel, 
has better Notions of Politicks, but does not fufficient- 
ly dive into the Subje&. Hobbes purfues Machiavel’s 
Principles ftill farther. He teaches, tat Mutual Fear 
is the Foundation of all Laws. Men, fays he, far 
from being born for Society , are naturally Enemies 
to each other. Whoever miftrufts others, and endea- 
vours to bring them into Subjection, follows the Im- 
pulie of Nature. Milton, on the other fide, makes 
Men independent. Hobbes fuppofes that all Men are 
defticuce of Reafon and Virtue: Aiil/ton fuppefes them 
to be all Reafonable and Virtuous. Hobbess Politicks 
are only calculated for Wild Beafts ; and dd:lcon’s 
wou'd hardly be adapted to the Condition of An- 
els. 

. Botero avoided the Extravagancies of his Country- 
man Machiavel, and very much diftinguifh’d himfelf a- 
mong the Crowd of Italian Writers, who have treated 
of State-Affairs. Grotius, in his Book de Fure Belli & 
Pacis, exhaufted that Part of Politicks. 

Thofe, who have writ concerning the Education of 
Princes, may be plac’d among the Writers of Politicks. 
Ifecrates, Agapetus, and Theophilafus, treated that Subje& 
like Orators. La Methe le Vayer , Nicole in the Second 
Volume of his Effais de Morale, Father de Forx a French 
Jefuic in his Are of Educating a Prince , Lewis Fuglaris 
an Italian Jefuit, in La Scuola della veriti aperta, are all 
very Circumftantial. erome Orofius furpatied moft of 
"em in his Elegant Latin Dialogue concerning the Edu- 
cation of a King. There is a great deal of Senfe and 
Judgment in the Anonymous Swedifh Writer of the 
X¥Veth Century, tranflated into Latin by Scheffer, and in 
the Treatife of Agidius Romanus Preceptor to tlre Chil- 
dren of Lewis IX. tho’ ic be written in a barbarous Style. 
The Lacin Inftru&tton compofed by Hardouin dz Percfixe, 
Preceptor to Lewis XIV, and then Archbifhop of Paris, 
is written with great Delicacy ; but that Author dwells 
only upon General Maxims. The Latin Tra&t of Anto- 
nits Natta, wherein he fhews that a Prince fhou’d be 
Learned, (de Doéhrina Principum,) is worth Read- 
ing. 

Fhe Writings of Princes, who learn’d by Experience 
what they taught, ought to be preferr'd as the bett Mo- 
dels. Two Greck Emperors, Bajl the Macedonian, Manuel 
Paleologus, and Tames I. King of Great Britain, pub- 
lifh’d =the Inftructions they gave to their Children, 
Lewis XI. compoted the Rofier des Guerres for the Ule 
of Charles VIIT. The Laft Counfels of Lewis IX. to 
Philip the Bold; when he was a Dying, contaim in a 
few Words what is neceflary to form a Chriftian King, 
The Poem written in the Old Testonick Language , the 
Author whereof took che Name of Tyrof King of Scor. 
land, ought not to be placed inthe fame Rank, Ie is ra. 
ther one of thofe Ingenious Fi&tions made ufe of for the 
Inftru&tion of Princes, fuch as the inimitable Telemachus 
tranflated. into moft Languages, the Life of A’menzor 
written in Spanifh by Michael de Luna , who pubhith’d ic 
as a Tranflstion of an Arabick Book, and the Latin Hi. 
ftory of an Athicpian Prince compofed by Father 
Contzem. 

True Models are more proper to form Great Prin- 
ces. Xenophon pitch’d upon Cyrus and Agefileus: Gra- 
tian chofe Ferdinand the Carholick ; Comonines, Lewis XI. 
Chancellor Bacon, Henry VII. Some Writers of Poli- 
ticks found in the Holy Scripture the Modelsthey de- 
fign’d to propofe to Sovereign Princes. Juan Margues, 
an Auguftin Monk , publith d in Spanish the Lite of Agefes 
and Jojhbua, as being the Pattern ot a Perfect Govern. 
ment. Palafex took his Political Maxims out of the 
Firft Book of Samuel. His Hifforia Real Sagrada is very 
much inferior to the Book of Maraaes , who is wonder. 
fully commended by the Spaniards for the Purity of his 
Style, his Eloquent Expreffions, and Judicious Reflexi- 
ons. Eggefeld, a German Jefuit, who appear'd under the 
fiftitious Name of Amandus Verus in his Political Com- 
mentary upon the Books of King: , and Bather Cau/in, a 
French felart, in his Differtations de Regwo Dei, took the 
true Principles of Politicks out of the Hiftory of the 
Kings of Judah and Jfrael; but thofe Excellent Mare- 
rials want a.Due Form. The fame may be faid of the 
Holy Court of Father Caufin; an Incomparable Work, 
were it not disfigured by the Imperfedtions of the Style. 
Quevede chofe a more perfect Model, a Divine one, 
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viz. JESUS CHRIST. The A€ions of our 
Bleffed Saviour afforded him the Rules of Government 
contain’d in his Politica de Dios. 

Panegyricks upon Great Princes are of fome Ufe in 
Politicks. Plimy’s Panegyrick upon Trajan , and the Fu- 
neral-Oration upon Theoacfius , will initru@ a Sovereign 
in a more infinuating manner than Formal Exhortations. 
Nay , the Hiftory of Wicked Princes is as Copious a 
Subje& for a Writer of Politicks, as tke Hiflory of the 
Beft Kings. Tacitus, who writ upon fuch a Subjed, is 
become the great Author of the Art of Reigning, if we 
may believe moft Politicians: We may reckon among 
the Mafters of that Art, fome Commentators upon thac 
Excellent Hiftorian , Chriftopher Forfinerus fruitful in Ex- 
amples, dmelot dela Houffaye, and the famous Beccaling, 
whofe Ingenious Libels are full of the moft Refined Io- 
liticks. Machiavel made fome Difcourfes upon Livy, 
wherein he appears a Sound Politician. The Letters 
of Princes, colleGed by Rufcedi, are accounted a good 
Book of Policicks. ri 

Memoirs may alfo afford a very good Fund for Politicks. 
Thote of Sud%y, MonteLuc, and la Rocke- Foucault , the Lec- 
ters of Cardinal d’ Offer, the Laft Will of Cardinal de 
Richeliew, concern Fraxce more particularly than other 
States. De Wit’s Memoirs contain the Secret of the 
Dutch Politicks. The Hiflory of the Civil Wars in Eng- 
land by my Lord Clarendon, will teach the Art of Go- 
verning the Britijh Nation better than any other Book. 
Cardinal Contarini and Amelet de la Houffaye difcover the 
Foundation of the Government of Venice. "Tis true, 
the Venetians complain of this laft Author , and pretend 
thar so Credic ought to be given to him. 

Menvckius an Iealian Jefuit, famous for his Commenta- 
ties uponthe Holy Scripture , was the firft who propos 
fed to extract from it a Compleat Body of Politicks. 
Lipfius, Simancas , and Sirletus before him made a Choice 
Collection of Precepts and Examples out of all Authors ; 
but Menochius eotittbhil himfelf to the Holy Scripture. 
His Work, entitled Hieropoliticon, five Jnftitusionis politica 
& Scripturis deprompte, Libri tres, was printed at Lyons in 
1625, in 8vo. The late Bifhop of Meaux being intruft- 
ed with the Dauphin’s Education, thought he could not 
fully difcharge the Duties of fuch an Important Em- 
ploy, without Executing the like Defign. Wherefore 
he compofed a Book of Politicks taken from the very 
Vi ords of Holy Scripture, and inicrib’d it to the Dauphin. 
That Pofthumous Book has been lately publifh’d at par:: 
In gto and in 120, with this Title , Politique tirce des pro. 
pres paroles del’ Keriture Sainte, a Monfeigueur le Dauphin. 
Ouvrage Pofthume de Meffire Faques Benigne Boffuet Evéque de 
Meanx, &c. 

The Bithop’s Method is wholly different from that of 
Menockius: He does not follow the fame Order, and 
keeps more ftri€tly to the Scripture ; fo that the Work ot 
that Learned Bifhop is juftly entitled, Politicks taken frora 
the very Word's of Holy Serip:ure. And indeed true Politicks, 
whoie Rules ought to be Holy, Juft,Certain and Invaria- 
ble, muft be grounded on that Holy Book. The Do. 
étrine contain’d in it furpailes the Notions of the wifeft 
Mea, becaufe it never departs from Truth and Jutftice, 
and is an infallible Guide to Happirefs, 

"Fis therefore the Word of God, the great Examples 
we find init, the Laws and Condué& of a People go- 
verned by God himfelf, which the illufirious Author 
propofes to his Prince as the Rule and Pattern of a pers 
fect Government. He does not give his own Conje- 
ctures and Reatonings, but the very Text of the Scri- 
pture, the very Expreflions of the Holy Spirit; which 
fixes a diftinguifhing Charafter upon this Work from al] 
other Writings of the tame kind. This raifes a juft Cu- 
riofiry in the Reader, to know how the Author could 
find the Maxims of the Wifeft Politicks diated by the 
Holy Spirit. He is ftreck with Admiration and Amaze- 
ment, when he fees the Project fully executed , and that 
the Author gives the World a new Idea of the Scripture, 
and fhews that even in Politicks it exceeds al] other 
Books. We prefume, a fhort Account of his Work will 
not be unacceptable to the Reader, , 


BookI God is the Ultimate Obje& of Men’s Hap- 
pinets. Their Love of God obliges them to love one 
another. From hence arife the Principles of Society. 
From the general Society af Men proceeds Civil Society, 
whereby 
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whereby the Members of each State are united together. 
This Society was at firft deftroyed by Men's Paflions, and 
coud not be re-eftablifh’'d but by the Authority of Go- 
vernment. By fuch an Authority each Man is put into 
4 Capacity of being more Powerful and Happy, becaufe 
as he is deprived ot the Right of taking byForce what be- 
longs to others, he is at the fame time tecured againft the 
Violence of rhofe, who might in their turn ule forcible 
Means to deprive him of hisown. From hence arife the 
Advantages of a regular Government. It can't fubfitt 
without Laws ; they are of Divine Original. Some are 
Fundamental, and ought not to be altered: Nay, ‘tis 
very dangerous to alter, without Neceflity, thofe that are 
not fo. 

Property , which arifes from a regular Govern- 
ment, ought to make no Alteration in the general Socie- 
ty of Mankind : No Man is a Stranger to another. Tis 
true, fome Men are more ftriftly united by Civil Society, 
and each of ’em more particularly bound to love their 
Country, for which they ought co facrifice their Lives 
and Fortunes, 


Book II. God is the true Monarch of all Mankind. 
Fathers and Heads of Families were the firft Depofira- 
ries of his Power. Kingly Government was quickly fet 
up, either with the People’s Content, or by Force of 
Arms, Imthe beginning, a great many petty Kingdoms 
were eretted. Monarchy was not the only Form of Go- 
vernment pitch’d upon by Men, but "tis the moft Univer- 
fal, che moft Ancient, and the moit Excellent. Howe- 
ver, one ought to keep the Form of Government efta- 
blith'd in one’s Country ; and Conquerors ought not to 
be look’d upon as Ufurpers. There isa Right of Con. 
queft atrefted by the Scripure: A peaceable and quiet 
voileflion is neceflary to make it indifpucable. 


Book Ill. IV. V. The Royal Authority has thefe 
Four Charaéters. It is Sacred: God eftablifhes Kings as 
his Minifters; theie Perfons oughtto be refpected ; and 
Obedience is due to them out of a Principle of Confci- 
ence. They themfelves ought to refpe& their own Cha- 
rater, and never ufe their Power but for the Publick 
Good. 

The Royal Authority is Paternal : Goodnefs is its di- 
ftinguifhing Charater. The true Charafter of a Prince 
is to take care of his People, as that of a Tyrant is to 
confult nothing but his own Will and Pleafure. 

The Royal Authority is Abfolute ; and yet a Prince is 
fubject to the Laws. He ought to guard himfelf againft 
tll weak Compliances, and appear conftant and fteady in 
all his A€tions. 

The Royal Authority is fubje& to Reafon. Govern- 
ment is a work of great Knowledge: God gives Wifdom ; 
but in order to obtain it, a Prince muft add Application 
cohis Prayers. He ought to underftand the Laws, and 
be informed of what paffes at Home and Abroad: He 
ought to know Men, and particularly himfelf: How to 
ipeak, and how to be filent. He muft be a Lover of Trath, 
Attentive and Prudent, give a full Liberty to his Coun- 
tellors, make a good Choice of *em , hear every Body, 
punifh falfe Reports, confule former Times and his own 
Experience, avoid Craftinefs, do his beft without rely- 


ing too much upon humane Counfels , and put his Truft 
»n God. 


Book VI. The Author having inftrutted Princes, pro- 
ceeds inthis Bookto thé Inftruétion of their Subjeéts. 
He lays down as a fundamental Maxim, that Men ought 
to love their Country ; that the Intereft of a King is in. 
ieparable from that of his Subjeéts ; that he ought to be 
loved as the Publick Good ; that a good Man will facri- 
fice his Life to fave that of his Sovereign, Oc. 


Book VII. No Government, fays the Bifhop, cam fub- 
fift without Religion, either true or falfe ; but true Re- 
ligion will make it folid and lafting. A King, (continues 
he) ought to ufe his Authority to deftroy falfe Religions 
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in his Dominions : Severity may be of fome ufe towards 
it, but Mildnefs ought to be preferr’d to Violence, The 
Author proceeds to fome other Duties of a Prince rela. 
ting to Religion. He ought to be a truly Pious Man, 
take care of God’s Worthip, cherith chofe that are confe- 
crated to his Service, not to ufurp theRights and Authority 
of the Priefthood, nor tuffer impious Men, Blafphemers, 
Perjurers, Gc. and be a Religious Obferver of his 


Oaths. 


Book VIII. In this Book the Author treats of another 
fundamental Principle of Government, wiz. Juftice ; 
and fhews that no Power can be Arbitrary ; that Men are 
free under a Lawful Government ; that Property of E- 
{tates is inviolable. He then treats of Legiilature, of 
the Conftancy, Clemency , and Prudence , wherewith 
Juftice ought to be adminiftred, and laftly of the Obfta- 
cles that may binder the due Adminiftration of it. 


Book IX. X. Having explain’d the firft Duty of a Prince, 
which confifts in maintaining the Conftitution of the 
State, grounded upon Religion and Juftice, the Author 
proceeds to the fecond Duty,concerning the ufe he ought 
to make of his Arms, Finances, and Councils. In the 
Ninth Book he treats of.guft and unjuft Wars, Military 
Virtues and Exercifes, and the Advantages of Peace. 

In the Tenth Book he fpeaks firft of the Finances, 
fhewing what ufe ought to be made of ’em, and that fome 
Expences are neceffary,and others requifite to keep up the 
Prince’s Dignity. He mentions the feveral Branches of 
his Revenues, fuch as his Demefns, Trade, Tributes paid 
by Conquered Countries , and Taxes impofed upon the 
People. He lays down asa Maxim, that Taxes ought 
not to be exorbitant, that Men are the true Riches of a 
Kingdom ; and fhews how the Number of the Inhabi- 
tants may be increafed, and the Subje&ts made eafy ; how 
the Faithfulnefs and Happinefs of married People may 
ot. _— , Luxury fupprefled, and Debauchery pu~ 
niin d, 

In the next place, treating of the King’s Counfellors, 
he advances among other Maxims, that he ought not to 
make himfelf a Slave to them, though he has been never 
fo careful in his choice of *em; that the Counfels of 
young People are attended with fatal eee pe ; that 
he ought to footh great Men, and not difguft them. He 
draws the different Charaters of Good and Evil Mini- 
fters of State, and winds up his Difcourfe with Inftrutti- 
ons concerning the Condué of a Prince in his Family, 
the Regimen of his Health, the Inconveniences and Tem- 
ptations of Royalty , and the Remedies that ought to be 
provided. 

The Author has carefully guarded again{t entring into 
thofe Controverfies about the Nature of Government and 
the Meafures of Submiffion : He prefumes he has treated 
of them very fully elfewhere. Upon the whole, he con- 
fines himfelf, after che Example of Jefus Chriff, to that 
which appears moft Certain. Our Saviour had no mind 
tO examine whether the Roman Government,under which 
he was born, had a juft and lawful Foundation : He found 
it eftablifhed ; and the whole Tenor of his Behaviour and 
Converfation plainly declared that Eftablifhment obliga- 
tory to Submiffion. 

‘The Author’s Method is Geometrical: Every thing is 
unfolded fiom its firft Principles. The Stile throughour 
is equal, lively, clofe and natural. The choice and dif- 
pofition of the Paflages of Scripture, the Reflexions, 
which the learned Prelate interweaves, are fo agreeable 
to the Subject, chat all the Proofs become Demontftrative ; 
and the whole Chain of Reafoning , fo well maintain’d 
and obvious, attratts the Reader, without leaving him at 
liberty to lay afide the Book. 


The Learned Abbot Boffuet, the Author’s Nephew, has 
inferted in the fame Volume, an Account of the Educa- 
tion of the Dauphin, written by the fame Prelate to Pope 
Innocent XI. 
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MOSCOW. 


H I$ czarifh Majefty is equally fuccefsful in his Ap- 

plication to form the Minds of his Subjects to Arts 
and Arms. The Victory lately obtain’d at Pultowa fhows 
how much the Mufcovite Soldiery are improv’d fince the 
Battel of Narva. The Number of Books lately writ or 
tran{lated into the Sclavonian Tongue, which is the Lan- 
guage of that Country, proves the Mufcovites ftand fair 
for acquiring as much Glory by Learning as by War. 
The following Books were printed from Prefles brought 
over from Helland, by his Majefty’s Diretion. And the 
firft is Tranflated by the Czar’s own hand. 

The Five Orders of Architefure. By James Baroccio de 
Vignola, in Fol. and 8ve. Adorn’d with 46 Copper Plates. 

General Inftrutions for the Admiral of the Mofcovite Fleet. 
Jn 120 

Propofals to make the Rivers in Mofcovy more navigable. 
In gto. with Cuts. ae 

The Seat of War Triumphant, in Folio. This is the Work 
of Ernefius Frederick, Baron of Burgftorf. 

The Ufe of the Cirele, &c. in 4t0. with Figures. 

The Method of changing Planes into other Figures of the fame 
Magnitude, in 40, Lieutenant-General Brunn is Author 
of thefe Two Pieces of Geometry. 

Michael Schaphirof, Secretary of the Cabinet to the Czar, 
is tranflating Puffendorff’s Introduion to the Hiftory of Eu- 
rope, and fome Works of the Famous Father Kircher 

A Verfion of St.Chryfoftom’s Homilies upon St. Paul's E- 
pifles, has already been publifh'd. ays 

Elias Kopiewicz is now tranflating Quintus Curtius into 
the fame Tongue ; and feveral other Books will fhortly 


appear. 
PRAGUE. 


Ount Herberftein , diftinguifhed more by his Learn. 
ing, than his high Birth, has thought himfelf ob- 
lig’d to vindicate the Mathematicks, his favourite Study, 
from the Infults of Mr. Posret, in his Treatife De Eruditi- 
one folida, fuperficiali, & falfa. This Vifionary Gentleman, 
without Decency or Difcretion, has rang’d the Mathe- 
maticks among thofe Sciences which produce only # fal/e 
Erudition : He is fo hardy as to affert that Geometrical 
Demonfrations imply more Ignorance than Learning, 
that the practical Part tends to inflame our Vices, that the 
Speculative leads direGly to the moft execrable Impiety, 
to believe that every thing is Material and Neceflary ; in 
a Word, that the Mathematicks might be defin’d in ge- 
neral, The Science of departing from the Living God. He 
principally attacks Algebra , and that part of Geometry , 
which treats of Curve Lines; and vehemently inveighs 
againft thofe Chriftians, who employ their Time and 
Talents in fuch crude barren Speculations. 

This is the heavy Charge the Learned Count refutes, 
perhaps with more Warmth and Vigor than his Adverfary 
deferves; He obje&s to M. Poirct the Authority of Sr. 
Gregory Nazianzen, St. Jerom, and St. Auguftin, who were 
of Opinion that the Knowledge of the Mathematicks was 
ferviceable to the right underitanding of the Sacred Wri- 
tings. He fhows how abfolutely neceflary it is to thofe, 
who would dive into the fecretW onders of Nature;which, 
when unvail'd, enlarge our Idea of the Divine Majefty, 
and in a peculiar manner fhow him to be the only Obje& 
worthy of our moft exalted Praifes and moft profound A- 
dorations. 

Mathemata adverfus umbratiles Petri Poireti impetus pro. 
pugnata , @ F.E.C. A. H. Vetero, Prage apud Volfangum 
Vickart, 1709, 8vo. 


HIAMBURG. 


M Welfius, Profeflor at Wittemberg , Will fhortly pub- 
e lith aBookentitled Ca/auboniana, containing feveral 


Obfervations of I/sac Cafaubon, colle&ted out of the MSS. 
of the Bodleian Library ; whereby not only the State of 
Learning in Cafaubons Time , but alfo Philology, and 
particularly Ecclefiaftical Hiftory , are very much illu- 
{trated. 


UTRECAT. 


M Reland, Profeffor in our Univerfity , has publifh’d 
e an Oration entitled, De Galli CantuH/ierofolymis audito. 
This feems to be a barren Subje&, and not capable of 
furnifhing any great matter of Speculation. Here isin 
a few Words the Subftance of his Oration. Ferufalem 
was in an extraordinary manner Confecrated to the Wor. 
fhip of God, and for that reafon call’d the Holy City. 
The Jewish Do€tors have been very particular in Defcri- 
bing the Chara&ters of Holinefs, whereby that Town 
was eminently diftinguifh’d from all other Places. They 
have reduc d thofe Charafters to Ten Heads, one where- 
of is, That no Cocks were kept in Ferufalem, left by 
Scraping the Ground they fhould throw up any unclean 
Animals, and thereby pollute that Holy City. M. Reland 
proves the Matter of Fa&, and anfwers the Obje@ions 
that may be made againft it. Now, fays he, if it be 
true that there were no Cocks in Ferufalem, How could 
St. Peter hear a Cock crow? The World abounds with 
Libertines, who watch all Opportunities to invalidate 
the Teftimony of the Sacred Writers. We have feen in 
our Days, continues he, a Fortifyd Town attempted by 
the Enemy thro’ a narrow Subterraneous Paflage. Who 
knows but Unbelievers will break in upon the Authority 
of Holy Writ thro’ this Inconfiderable Difficulty ? 


In order to clear the Scripture in this Particular, the 
Author makes the following Obfervations. I. Sr. Mar- 
thew tellsus,thatS.Peter being at Jernfalem heard the Cock 
crow ; but he does not fay the Cock was in Jerufalem. 
The Apoftie might have heard it crow, though it had 
been without the Walls. Which will be no wonder to 
thofe , who know that the crowing of Cocks in Italy is 
heard as far as Sicily, as we read in Silius Italicus, and 
from the Shores of Afa to Conftantinople, according to the 
Teftimony of Pliny, and Modern Travellers II. Per- 
haps the Cock, which St. Peter heard, was kept in the 
Houfe of Pilate, or fome Roman Soldier, who defpifed 
the Fewifh Laws. III. The jews were at that time fo ir- 
religious, that one may very well fuppofe they did not 
carefully obferve the Law, which refrain’d them from 
keeping Cocks at Jerufalem. IV. ‘Tis true, they were 
not allowed to breed Cocks in that City ; but they were 
not sar ype from buying them to eat: and therefore 
the Cock, mentioned in the Gofpel, might have been in 


the Houfe of a?ew,who defign’d to kill it for his ownTa- 
ble, dc. 


LEYDEN. 


- Boerhave, Profeffor of Botanicks, has put out a 

new Edition of a Book of Profper Alpinus, a Phyfi- 

cian of Padua, who died inthe Year 1616. The Title 
runs thus : 


Profperi Alpini Marofticenfis Philofophi & Medici, in Gym- 
nafio Patavino Medicamentorum Simpl:cium Profefforis Ordina- 
rli, de prafagienda vita C morte Agrotantium, Lib. VII. 
In quibus Ars tota Hippocratica predicendi in Aogrotes varios 
morborum eventus, cum ex veterum Medicorum Dogmatis, tum 
ex longa accurataque Obfervatione,nova methodo elucefcit. Cum 
Prefatione Hermanni Boerhave. Editionsva, &c. 1710. in 
gto. Page $40. 
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